HT/GV Bridle Path Association

2009 New Officers’ Meeting 

7:30–10:30 pm
Tuesday, February 24, 2009

MINUTES


Meeting convened at 7:30 pm at the home of KATHLEENYoung. 

Attendees: Kathleen Young, Claudia Kalinsky, Mare Olsen, Diane Hinds, and Joanna Bligh 
Discussion

Mare attended the Harding Township Planning Board meeting Monday, February 23rd (4th Monday of month). Issues for Bridle Path attention include
· Driveway on Cutler property is interconnecting link of bridle paths and easement was discussed; owners expressed rescinding of right of way

· Nick P. replaced bridle path gate with chain link fencing too narrow/low for horses to pass

· Subcommittee discussed “…build-out possibilities…” in vacant town land

Kathleen had a letter and corrected deed from the County of Morris regarding McShane’s Cherry Lane property, which has in the deed a bridle path easement. Kathi, as president, and Joanna, as secretary, will attend the closing to place signatures on the deed. Kathleen wishes to walk the deeded easement.

In preparation for the March newsletter, Mare requested a brief biographical sketch from each of the officers relating to their horse activities. Deadline ASAP. 

Mare and Kathleen will notify the Town Civic Assn Directory of new officers and Members-at-Large. 
Diane wishes to send a thank you to Jamie Miller for his help with a downed horse on ice on Miller Rd/Pleasantville Rd. 

Mare discussed the invitation from the Tewksbury Trail Association that is holding a Large Animal Rescue workshop with Nancy Elberty on Tuesday, March 3, 2009, at 7:00 PM in Oldwick, New Jersey, at the Zion Lutheran Education Building on Church St. (1 block east of the General Store and Tewksbury Inn). All expressed interest in attending. Car pooling was discussed. Others who may be interested included Jamie Miller, Ron Young, and Jim Halsey. 

Diane discussed Environmental Committee meeting with issues ranging from 

· Stewardship of bridle paths

· Mapping the bridle paths

· More horse events at the show grounds

Claudia suggested a town picnic with quadrille groups on display.
Moving the town public works center to show grounds was discussed. Also, the secretary’s building on the show grounds is in need of repair and town has put it at the bottom of the list. Mare suggested we talk with the mayor/town council to move repairs up with club underwriting costs. Kathleen suggested members do repairs—roofing, painting, etc. 

Diane discussed the Primrose subdivision (Chris Allyn, Chair of Environmental Comm) to be bridle or hiking path. 
Claudia discussed bridle path members riding in the town parade; Kathleen suggested the liability too great. 

Joanna passed out the 2009 Membership letter for review. 

· Diane suggested adding “…or attending a sanctioned horse event” to the bolded sentence “You are only covered by the Bridle Path insurance if you are a member”

· Kathleen confirmed Thursday, March 26, 2009,  7:30 pm at her home for the Quarterly/spring meeting (notice of the meeting will be in the Membership letter)
· New Members-at-Large (Kathleen to confirm)

· Sean Colquhoun, Esq. 

· Bart Oates, Esq. 

· Peter and Megan Finkle

· Lin Salerno

2009 Events were discussed

· Trail clearing—impromptu; call for help when needed

· Hunter show

· Pleasure ride possibly following SVH Hunter Paces with trail mowed; “follow the hoof prints” if trail markers removed; or use members to lead rides
· Saddle-fitting clinic

· Problem-horse clinic

· Conformation clinic (Brian Colquhoun, DVM, clinician)

· Natural horsemanship clinic (Joe Williams, clinician)

· Other clinicians mentioned

· Heather Gillette

· Diane Kafka

· Mary Harrison

· Peggy Hipple
· Large animal rescue officer

Follow-up to-do list:

1. Locate practitioners for 2009 clinics

· Trail riding (Joanna)

· Natural horsemanship (Joanna)

· Dressage (?)

· Animal rescue (Mare)

· Saddle fitting (Claudia)

· Horse confirmation (Joanna)

· Equitation (Kathi)

2. Membership letters to mail ASAP

· Kathleen to notify Joanna regarding new Members-at-Large

· Joanna to revise letter, print letters and labels (may need assistance from Anne Q.), and send

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm
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