HT/GV Bridle Path Association
PO Box 710
New Vernon, NJ 07976


Thursday, March 26, 2009

2009 Quarterly Spring Meeting
Held at the home of 

Kathleen Young, 31 Miller Rd, New Vernon, NJ 07976

At 7:30 PM, the meeting opened.
Attendees: Kathleen Young, Claudia Kalinsky, Diane Hinds, Joanna Bligh, Mare Olsen, Mary Nelson, Anne Quinn, Marge Henderson, Sean Colquhoun, and Linda Halsey

Old Business
Minutes of the Tuesday, February 24th New Officers’ Meeting were read and approved. Marge Henderson noted that the Anne Marie’s son/LandCorp owns the McShane Cherry Lane property. Also, Members at Large (including Marge H. did not receive a membership form). The approved minutes will be posted on the Bridle Path Association Web site by Anne. 
New Business 

· Bridle Path tractor at Anne barn needs to have the battery charged; trickle charge unit was suggested
· Kathleen noted Lin Salerno’s E-mail regarding federal parkland usage for equines and other trail animals
· Great Swamp Wildlife Reservation has prohibited the right to ride horses; however much of the land is impassable

· Photo was shown of horses and riders in years past on the Great Swamp land

· Discussion about the show grounds improvements needed

· Suggested that a letter of request to re-roof the secretary’s building be sent to the town; Mare volunteered to draft a letter
· It was noted that when jumps are set up, they need to be taken down promptly because the grass is cut every week 

· At the shown grounds, the Spring Valley Hounds holds hunter paces twice annually and 1 hunter show (oldest continually occurring horse show in the United States)

· Harding Land Trust meeting news (Mare)

· Requesting membership donations
· Von Zuben property available for horse passage
· Noted that nonprofit organizations cannot make donations to other nonprofits; however charity work for the Harding Land Trust was suggested

· Summer picnic to be held SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2009 at the Halsey’s, 201 Lee’s Hill Rd, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
· Holiday party/annual meeting to be held SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2009 at the Tunis Elick’s House at the intersection of Village Rd. and Millbrook Rd in New Vernon

· Trail cleanup 
· Kathleen suggested that the trails are OK

· Trail maintenance was scheduled for Saturday, March 28, 2009 at 1 PM; all were to meet at the show grounds with brushing cutting tools

· Young Rd. (Pump House) trail to be opened up
· Contact Sandy Olsen and Sickerfoo family riders at Jonesy’s

· Annual event schedule was discussed

· Bombproof clinic (Mare) using B&B Equine Services; more information will be obtained 

· Bombproof clinic using county police officers (insured?)

· Riding clinic with Missy Elleman?

· Centered riding? (Kathleen will obtain more information on practitioners)

· Which dates to hold Bridle Path events; considered sharing portapotty (~$300 shared cost) usage with Spring Valley Hounds

· Spring Valley Hounds events

· Hunter Pace to be held on Sunday, June 7th

· Hunter Show, Sunday, September 6th

· Hunter Pace, Sunday October 4th

· Bridle Path event to be held on: Saturday, June 6th and, another event, but this one members only possibly on Saturday, September 5th (to be discussed further at summer picnic meeting)

· Any event held at the show grounds needs:

· Insurance waiver (more than 2 events/year)

· Insurance form to town

· Notify Public Works Dept, Police Dept., and Water Dept.

· Advertising

· Web site notice

· Flyers to local barns, tack shops, feed stores

· Diane H., Treasurer, noted that the checking account balance was ~$4k

· Suggestions for money-making events were considered
· Money needed to raise money for insurance costs

· Calendar of barns of Harding (Anne)

· Community residents’ donation letter to go out in June

· Should we add a survey of the community for event suggestions? “No” was the consensus

· Insurance topics discussed

· Additionally insured landowners—transfer McShane to Caulkins; landowner needs copy; copy to Town of Harding and to Frelinghuysen
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanna Bligh
APPROVED 5-3-09
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