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Summertime and the horse bridle path riding is easy

Work on to keep bridle path tradition alive 

Before the Great Swamp became federal property we used to ride through the swamp from New Vernon to Green Village and vice versa” Barbara D’Asaro Vice President, Harding Township/Green Village Bridle Path association
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HARDING TWP. - Sometimes the best way to enjoy the landscape in a town like Harding is on horseback.

The town's impressive horse-friendly reputation endures because of the beautiful, open land, the countless stables and the extensive system of trails, maintained by the Harding Township/ Green Village Bridle Path Association.

The Bridle Association, which has been around since the 1960's, is dedicated to maintaining the historic bridle paths throughout the town so residents may maintain their horses and enjoy riding through the rural landscape, said Mare Olsen, the association's president.

Association Vice President, Barbara D'Asaro said the organization is also responsible for negotiating with landowners, as much of the trail system is on private property.

"The paths interconnect and there are many points where they cross," D'Asaro said.

D'Asaro said that in addition to the maintenance of trails, the Bridle Path Association is interested in maintaining open space and conserving land.

"Residents are very generous with their land," D'Asaro said. "It is because of their contributions that we are able to enjoy the trails."

D'Asaro said that now that the weather is warming up, the paths will be used more.

"There are so many more people in the summer, especially on the weekends," D'Asaro said. "Some are from out of town and others are right from around here."

D'Asaro, who is one of the long-standing members of the Bridle Path Association, recalled her memories of riding in the area, in the association's publication, "Tattle Trails."

	

	


"Before the Great Swamp became federal property we used to ride through the swamp from New Vernon to Green Village and vice versa," D'Asaro wrote. "We forded the Great Brook even in winter when it became frozen solid- winters were colder then. Snow drifts were up to our horses' chests and we floated over fields."

D'Asaro, who owns Dixie Sierra, a breed originally from the Sierra Mountains, said it is just as important for the horses to utilize the trails as it is for residents of the township.

"It is a great way to keep the horses in shape," she said. "The horses love it and it is a great family outing."

Riders interested in using the trails are asked to remember some important bridle path rules, which include the prohibition of motorized vehicles, wearing protective head wear, and avoiding cutting through the middles of fields.

The bridle association invites residents to explore Harding's extensive trails this summer.

"As Mother Earth wakes once more to a new life and sunshine, she beckons us enter the wondrous outdoors with our best equine buddies," according to "Tattle Trails." "I hope you will consider how quickly our life with horses and riding opportunities can slip away as open space and trails are engulfed by population pressure and development."

The association recommends that residents become "part of the solution: by becoming a Bridle Path member and lend your support to help maintain the viability of horses in this community, or by riding out and exploring new and familiar trails."

"Riding is part of the character of the town," D'Asaro said. "Just about everyone used to ride in New Vernon."

The next event for the association will be the 2007 Spring Hunter Pace, which will be on Sunday, June 3, at the New Vernon Show Grounds.

The event will feature eight to 10 miles of fences, designed to be ridden by teams of two or three. The event, which costs $40 per person, is open to the public.

For more information on the Bridle Path Association visit www.bridlepath.org.
